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An Analysis on European Union’s Public Diplomacy to

the Surrounding Areas of China
Tang Xiaosong Jiang Mengyin

Abstract: In recent years, the European Union has paid more attention to the Asia-Pacific ar-
ea and put more input into public diplomacy in China’s surrounding areas. Besides, the EU has
made Development Cooperation Instrument and European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid
Cooperation into major projects and regards countries under democratic transition and territorial
disputes with China as key areas. The union also tries to express their cultures and values toward
the main targets, teenagers and elites in the surrounding areas of China. The great effects of
these measures have been witnessed, which helps a lot to build up EU’s positive image. Howev-
er, some measures caused negative effects to China under the existence of “China Threat Theory”
in some neighboring countries, which are intensifying the negative image of China from the neigh-
bor’s perspective and also hindering the implementation of China’s peripheral strategy, especially
“One Belt One Road” initiative. And under the EU’s public diplomacy, the settlements of terri-
torial disputes between China and its neighbors can be blocked. To meet these challenges, China
should learn from the EU’s progressive experience, offer more aids and develop cooperation with
the neighboring countries, become smarter or wiser on the selection of targeted countries, and
demonstrate China’s core cultures and values to the neighbors to achieve mutual understanding,
which can enhance the construction of discourse power towards foreign countries. To avoid the
negative impacts derived from the EU public diplomacy delivered to the surrounding areas of Chi-
na.

Keywords: European Union; Public Diplomacy; Soft Power; China; “One Belt One Road”
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