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Abstracts

Thoughts on the Concept of “Nation”
Niu Xinchun

Abstract: In the West the concept of “nation” has a distinct meaning of state and modernity and is almost a syn—
onym of “modern states”. The traditional Chinese word “minzu” is a historical —cultural concept that can refer to all
social groups with certain cultural commonalities. Since “nation” was translated as “minzu” at the turn of the 20th
century the two concepts have not been compatible with each other. Mismatch and misplacement of the two con—
cepts existed for a long time. Before 1949 the meaning of state in “nation” was forcibly transplanted to the word
“minzu”  which caused both confusion and negative effects. After 1949 the Chinese still misused Stalins defini—
tion of “nation” which caused unnecessary academic debates and brought trouble to ethnic identification. In the
past 30 years China’s international interactions have increased. A series of basic concepts based on “nation” have
frequently appeared in the study of international issues and the impact of misplacement of concepts has spread to
the research field of international issues and mass media. If the concept of “guozu” is introduced to correspond with
the concept of “nation” the burden of the concept “minzu” will be reduced and the confusion and dislocation of
concepts over the past 100 years will be corrected.

Keywords: nation ethnic group international studies

On Trump’s Extreme Pressure on Venezuela
Huang Zhong

Abstract: The Trump administration has imposed extreme pressure on Madura’s government since Trump took of—
fice. The primary pressure includes economic sanctions against the country and individuals as well. Other measures
include political penetration and diplomatic containment. The catalyst of the pressure is participation in coups and
limited military threats. However Trump’s policy has not achieved its goal. The reason are as follows. The Trump
administration has not made up its mind to use force to attack Venezuela; the Venezuela opposition is less able to
lead the country out of the trouble than Madura; the opposition’s political skill is immature; the US extreme pres—
sure policy has not earned any moral support; and Madura is still able to get some international support. Although
Venezuela has suffered a lot due to Trump administration’s sanctions the US is also faced with the predicament of
extreme pressure policy. Its influence on Latin—America and its international image will further decline.

Keywords: the US  Venezuela maximum pressure
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