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The Transformation of the “Five Eyes Alliance” and Canada’s Response
LIU Jiang-yun, TANG Xiao-song
(1. School of International Relations and Public Affairs, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083, China;
2. Center for Canadian Studies, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou Guangdong 510420, China)

Abstract ; After the Edward Snowden incident in June 2013, the once extremely secretive intelligence network,
the “Five Eyes Alliance” , gradually moved to the foreground. The “Five Eyes Alliance” has begun to openly
convene heads of state and ministerial meetings, and the topics discussed have expanded from intelligence
cooperation to areas such as supply chain security, foreign political interference, and response to the COVID-19
pandemic, starting the transformation from a secret intelligence network to a political security alliance. For this
reason , Canada is constantly adjusting its position and policies to adapt to the transformation of the alliance. This
process presents both opportunities and challenges to Canada. In terms of opportunities, the transformation of the
“Five Eyes Alliance” provides Canada with a new platform for exerting its international influence and increases
her voice on some international issues. In terms of challenges, due to the asymmetry of power within the alliance,
Canada is forced to follow the United States on issues that are not in its self-interest, which impaires its
sovereignty of foreign policy-making.
Key words: “Five Eyes Alliance” ; Canada; US-Canada Relations; Sino-Canada Relations
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