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which has a great impact on the regional situation and international relations. Since the
1960s due to various reasons Southeast Asian countries have paid increasingly atten—
tion to the issues of maritime delimitation made great efforts to solve them by presen—
ting relatively visible pragmatism flexibility cooperation and compromise and made
significant progress. Southeast Asian countries have mainly solved the issues of mari—
time delimitation through bilateral or multilateral negotiations that have led to both the
agreements on border demarcation and the temporary arrangements in which they failed
to demarcate the boundaries greatly enhancing the confidence of countries in solving
some difficult problems through consultation. Among the Southeast Asian countries
only Myanmar has resorted to the third—party dispute settlement mechanism to resolve
the issue of maritime delimitation with Bangladesh in accordance with the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Seen from the perspective of trends al-
though Southeast Asian countries have strong confidence and willingness to resolve the
issues of maritime delimitation many issues of maritime delimitation among the coun—
tries still need to be properly resolved otherwise they may become unfavorable factors—
in multilateral cooperation in more fields.

Keywords: maritime delimitation Southeast Asia dispute settlement diplomatic ne—
gotiations international law
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fice of Great Power Diplomacy at the Institute for Foreign Policy Studies Shanghai In—
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Zhou Shixin

33 Australia’s Public Diplomacy on China’s Neighboring Countries
—The Case of the Countries in Southeast Asia
Abstract: Public diplomacy is an important instrument for Australia as a middle power
to exert its own influence and struggle for having a say. Australia has always attached
great importance to the public diplomacy on China’s neighboring countries especially
those in Southeast Asia and it has continued to enrich the means of public diplomacy
being committed to strengthening its relations with these countries and integrating into
Asia further. And it has been doing so also for being in line with the Asia Pacific strat—
egy of its important ally the US and able to participate more in Asian affairs as a
middle power. For China the participation of extraterritorial countries especially the
interference of regional hotspot issues and the impact on relevant countries will bring
some pressure; on the other hand this is also an opportunity for China to further
strengthen its communication and cooperation with Australia. In this regard China
both needs to maintain communication with Australia identify Australia’s strategic in—
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tentions take measures against the priorities and influence of Australia’s public diplo—
macy on neighboring countries and needs to actively strengthen the contacts and coop—
eration with Australia to integrate them into regional and global grand strategies.
Keywords: Australia China US public diplomacy strategy

About the Authors: Liu Dan is a doctoral candidate at University of Macau. Tang Xi-
aosong is a professor at Guangdong University of Foreign Studies.

Liu Dan and Tang Xiaosong

51 Nation-State Building in Africa’s Indigenous Vision: Patterns Fea—

tures and Paths
Abstract: A nation-state is a basic unit of the modern international system. There is a
relationship of a two-way interactive evolution between the theory and the practice of
nation-state building. In view of the Western—centric tint of the existing theories of the
nation-state the building of African nation-states must also seek theoretical basis from
its own history. Judging from the historical perspective of civilization the building of
African nation-states generally exhibits the model of “state first and nation follows”
and the three basic features of “late-movers’  ‘repetitiveness” and “external inter—
vention”. As a current example of the building of African nation-states Ghana’s
process of national-state building is not only in line with the general model and the
characteristics of African nation-state building but also with certain uniqueness
mainly embodied in the conflicts and struggles of the two systems of native civilization
and exotic civilization within the framework of the state and it moves toward a new
path of assimilating the dual opposition under democratization. Ghana’s experience of
building of the nation-state is a significant reference for the theory and practice of Afri—
can nation-state building.
Keywords: African nation-states historical perspective of civilization Ghana
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Ai Junshu and Huang Dekai

77 EU’s Policy Options in the Sino-US Trade Conflicts

An Analysis Based on Trade Liberalism and Mercantilism

Abstract: The Sino-US trade conflicts are one of the international hot topics that have

run through 2018. Although the conflicts exhibit a trend of abatement the Sino-US

disputes have exceeded the field of economic interests; the US mercantilist trade policy

towards China is expected to become the “main theme ”in the future. In this context
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